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The old is dying and the new cannot
be born. In this interregnum there
arises a great diversity of morbid

symptoms.
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— ECD United Kingdom
Health expenditure as a share of GDP, Germany Portugal
selected countries, 2006 -22 Korea Italy
14 % GDP
OECD Ung|tdeode|n Germany Portugal| Korea | Italy

2006 |7.82 8.48 1018 [9.35 .85 44 12 f
2007 |7.81 8.67 10.05 9.25 4.96 8.14
2008 8.10 8.97 10.25 9.58 5.25 8.53
2009 [8.78 9.77 11.24 |10.13 [5.66 [8.95 10 -
2010 [8.66  [9.71 11.10 |10.03 5.82 8.92 fﬂ ‘/_\-.
2011 |8.63 9.72 10.78 9.73 5.92 8.77 T
2012 |8.66 9.81 10.85 9.65 6.03 8.78 8 —f
2013 |8.67 9.87 11.00 941 6.15 8.78
2014 |8.68 9.86 11.03 9.34 6.40 8.87
2015 8.70 9.80 11.19 9.32 6.59 8.86 6
2016 |8.76 9.73 11.24 9.39 6.87 8.73
2017 |8.69 9.60 11.34 9.31 7.05 8.68
2018 870 973 1148 941 749 868 _4 | | | 1 1 1 1 | 1 | | 1 | 1 1 1
2019 [8.84 9.96 11.72 9.51 8.18 8.66 2006 2011 2016 2021
2020 [9.64 12.16 12.69 10.55 8.35 9.63
2021 9.71 12.37 12.93 11.14 9.33 90.38
2022 |9.22 11.35 12.66 10.62 [9.72 9.00 Source: OECD Health Statistics 2023.
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Out-of-pocket spending on health as share of final

household consumption, 2021 (or nearest year)
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A basic principle
of modern state
capitalism is that
costs and risks are
socialized to the

extent possible,
while profit is

privatized.
—Noam Chomsky

(This) shameless corrupt government wants

to privatize anything and everything including our
highways, education, health care system, water supply
and probably the air we breathe.
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Korea’s Thyroid-Cancer “Epidemic” — Screening

and Overdiagnosis

Hyeong Sik Ahn, M.D., Ph.D., Hyun Jung Kim, M.P.H., Ph.D., and H. Gilbert Welch, M.D., M.P.H.

he Republic of Korea has

provided national health in-
surance to its 50 million citizens
since the 1980s. Although health
care expenditures in South Ko-
rea’s single-payer system are rela-
tively low — accounting for 7.6%
of the country’s gross domestic
product — the system is techno-
logically intensive; among the

countries in the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment, it ranks second in
acute care beds per million popu-
lation, fifth in computed tomog-
raphy (CT) scanners per million
population, and fourth in mag-
netic resonance imaging (MRI)
machines per million population.
The country also has a well-devel-

oped data infrastructure for both
vital statistics (Statistics Korea)
and cancer incidence (Korean Cen-
tral Cancer Registry).

In 1999, the government initi-
ated a national screening pro-
gram for cancer and other com-
mon diseases. This program now
provides screening for breast, cer-
vical, colon, gastric, and hepatic

N ENGL) MED 371,13 NEJM.ORG NOVEMBER 6, 2014 1765

The New England Jounal of Medicine
Downloaded from nejm org by BEAT MUELLER on November 5. 2014. For personal use only. No other uses without permission.
Copyright © 2014 Massachusetts Medical Society. All rights reserved.

RSPECTIVE THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA'S THYROID-CANCER “EPIDEMIC”

plained by screening penetration

70 (see scatter plot). In 2010, the

o Korean Community Health Sur-
T Thyroid-cancer /" vey (the government’s annual
E 507 nidence nationwide health survey) asked
i adults older than 19 years of age
e A0 whether they had been screened
8 ; :
= £ for thyroid cancer during the
2 3 /7 Incidence of previous 2 years. There was a
£ = P‘P"E'zc?""d strong correlation between the
5 proportion of the population

screened in a region in 2008 and
2009 and the regiona! incidence
T T R P e e T of thyroid cancer in 2009. Al-
though the aggregate correlation
could be vulnerable to the eco-
Thyroid-Cancer Incidence and Related Mortality in South Korea, 1993-2011. logic fallacy, the finding of sig-
Data on incidence are from the Cancer Incidence Database, Korean Central Cancer nificant positive correlations in
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Opinion = 5econd Opinions

L v D A . Hey Siri: Is Health Info From Voice Assistants Accurate?

— This technology must prioritize advice tfrom peer-reviewed and respected sources

by Atul Sinha, MD  July 6, 2022
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