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Abstract

Current Internal Migration Trends and Policy
Recommendations for Demographic Strategies
in Korea

Project Head: Lee, Sang-lim un—ja

Internal migration is the most important factor in regional pop-
ulation decline and the problem of regional population disparity.
However, despite the importance of migration, in-depth analysis
and comprehensive research on internal migration have not yet
been conducted in Korea. The goal is to systematically analyze the
recent internal migration phenomenon in Korea from a demo-
graphic perspective, considering factors such as migration pat-
terns, migrants characteristics, and region(origin and destina-
tion).

The main findings of this study are as follows: Although the
total volume of domestic migration in Korea has been decreas-
ing since the 2000s, the volume of net migration is increasing
as the asymmetry of population migration of the young pop-
ulation to the Seoul metropolitan area increases. Migration in
Seoul metropolitan areas showed a high degree of complexity,
revealing internal variations in both the flow and character-
istics of movement and migrants, especially between Seoul and

Gyeonggi-do.

Co-Researchers: Choi, insun
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Gender differences were also found in the patterns of in-
ternal migration, with the net inflow of female youth into the
metropolitan area being higher than that of male youth. It is
not because women move more to the metropolitan area, but
because migration among men is less asymmetric than that
among women. The total number of movements both to and
from the metropolitan area was larger for men than for women.
There appears to be a very high risk that population outflow
from ‘depopulation regions’ to the metropolitan area or large
cities will cause not only population decline but also overall
structural socioeconomic decline of the regions due to the mi-
gration selectivity. Based on these findings, this study proposes
demographic strategies at the national and regional levels that

take migration into account.

Key words : Internal migration, Migration selectivity, Population disparity,
Demographic strategy
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